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bearing on the conditions of slavery in and around
Abyssinian territories.   It was  reported  to  the
League of Nations that Italian Consuls are active
in their endeavours to secure the liberty of any
captive slaves passing through territories under
the influence of the Italian Government,   During
the consideration  of slavery by the League of
Nations, Signor Mussolini's Government drew the
attention of Sir Eric Drummond to *a raid on a
slave caravan, which had taken place within the
knowledge of Italian officials.   This raid was only
typical of a number of similar incidents, and reveals
in several ways the cruelty involved in slave-raiding
and slave-trading.   In the despatch from the Italian
Government to Sir Eric Drummond, which kquote
in full below, the  picture is drawn for us of a
wretched gang of 150 slaves being driven to '<v
coast port by brutalised slave-dealers, when su^i-
denly a rival body swoops down upon the mm
able caravan, and in the bloody fray which theJ
takes place, some thirty of the wretched slave!
incapable of defending themselves, are killed anc
mutilated*
Signor Salandra's letter is but one of the
many written accounts of the effects of the
slave-raiding and slave-trading which take place
as an integral part of the system of slave-owning
in Abyssinia: